The morphology of M. palatoglossus in the 15-week human fetus.
The morphology of M. palatoglossus in the 15-week fetus was studied with the aid of 30-micron serial sections. The sample included 26 specimens, 9 each of which were sectioned in the coronal and sagittal planes and 8 which were sectioned transversely. M. Palatoglossus extends within the anterior pillar to attachments in both the soft palate and the tongue. Characteristically, the muscle fibers radiate within the velum, not only along its antero-posterior axis but superiorly as well, to intersect other palatal structures. Within the root of the tongue, some fibers of M. palatoglossus combine in a longitudinal muscular complex to course anteriorly toward the tip, others appear to join the transverse muscular system. These data are compared with the literature describing the morphology of this musculature in the adult.